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and over tea cups, chatted and 
looked over wonderful scrap books 
she had preserved through the 
years 


They were like books from fairy- 

land as they revealed one amazing 
after another in form of 

ress notices from all parts of our 
country, Canada and abroad—the 
story unravelled like this 

Yakko Nickko (Yakko Nikko) 
(now San Doi), was born in Tokio 
Japan, the daughter an owner 
of a chain of the Ss. At seven 
years of age she was in Im- 
perial Entertainme World—a 
professional equilibu specializ- 
ing the Risley feat, both in solo 
work and grouzing. In her own 
company, doing exhibi work 
in various. countries, coming 
America from England about 1911 
or 1912 touring U. S. A. and 
Canada in vaudeville and signing 
up with Rin 
& 
bined 


the 


top fF as_ well 
for her oriental beauty, often bi 
ed as “Egawa.” Later she returned 
to vaudeville, met and married 


Sam Doi—already a learned man- 
ager of troupers—he became her 
company’s manager for a few 
years. Their first born came asa 
Xmas gift and was named Merry 
—at 18 months of age, she like- 
wise received much publicity for 
her part in her mother’s act. 

San Doi is now mother to 3 
son and 2 daughters and has 3 
grandchildren, living quietly, but 
never forgetting what the bright 
lights did for her. M. Doi is in the 
business world near Sidney 

I have learned of others who re- 
tired to Sidney, but did not learn 
names of but two. One, Mr. Rex 
Francisco, Barnum & Bailey box 
office worker an a Mr. Hutchinson 
i performer—also a Mr. Linn of 
the Linn Trailer, was once in the 
work. He came from Morris, about 
15 miles from Sidney 


Yours truly, 
David and Bessie ‘Strait 


the 
CHS 


This letter was written by 
late Bessie Strait, wife of 
member David Strait 

— 
CHS Convention at Baraboo, Wisc., 
in 1949, 
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REMINISCES of JAKE POSEY 


“Last of the Forty Horse Drivers” 


The winter of 1890 and ’91, I 
drove a team for the United States 
Express Co. in Cincinnati, Ohio 
During the winter, father was en- 
gaged as boss hostler for the John 
Robinson Ten Big Shows. When 
spring arrived, father changed hi 
mind and I was hired in his place 
It was my first season as_ boss 
hostler and my first trip to Cali- 
fornia. Barley was fed instead of 
oats, and oat hay in the place of 
timothy, and not knowing, I. fed 
barley same as oats. Consequently 
I had a lot of collicky horses on 
my hands. I remained up all night 
riding in the stock car, nursing 
Jimmie DeMotts, bareback horse, 
and glad to say, the horse went in 
the act the next day, for. which 
Mr. DeMott gave me one of those 
nice twenty dollar gold _ pieces 
which were in circulation in Cali- 
fornia in those days The _show 
opened. in Columbia, a’ suburb of 
Cincinnati. The show put on the 
Solomon and the 


“Spec” King 
Queen of Shebs 
The entire st 


rt side of the big 
used with appropriate 
Charles Constantine was 
Chas. Gebest, musi- 
cal director. The equestrians were 
Robert Stickney, jr., Jas. DeMott 
Willie DeMott, Josie DeMott, Louise 
DeMott, Mabel Reed, Orrin Hollis 
and wife, John F. (Jack) Robin- 
son, manager, Gil Robinson, supt 
John G. Robinson, asst. manager 
Charley Robinson, treasurer, John 
Lowlow, equestrian director, Buck 
Horwitz, train master. We showed 
San Francisco one week, at Bighth 
& Mission streets. We arrived on 
Sunday. A driver, who I had dis- 
charged for drunkeness, went in a 
day before, told the city officials I 
had glanders among the hc 

When the show arrived, the official 
placed a quarantine on me, said 
there would be an inspection of 


top was 
scenery 
ballet master, 
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the horses at 6 a. m Monday 
morning. Jack Robinson gave me 
a roll of bills, told me to stay with 
the officials and entertain them 
spent all da unday and Sun- 
night visiting the bright spots 
isco. There were six in the 
I was compelled to go up to 
Robinson’s room in the Pal- 
Hotel before morning and get 
more money Robinson remarked 
“Looks like you are doing a good 
job of entertaining.” The Inspec- 
tion was held at the appointed 
hour. We went over to the city 
hall and I was given a clean bill of 
health. When the show closed, I 
put the animals, seats and canvas 
in an old slaughter house on Pop- 
lar street, in Cincinnati, and the 
»s and wagons to his farm in 

ace Park, Ohio 


I took a job driving a horse car, 
which operated from the top of 
Price Hill incline to Saint Joseph's 
cemetery, Cincinnati I held that 
job until the spring of 1893, when 
I went out with Robert Huntings 
New Enormous R. R. Shows, I re- 
mained with that show, 1893-4-5 
I reported in Norfolk, Va. March 
lst. The show opened March 27 
The lot was at Princess Anne Road 
and Church str Robert Hunt- 
ing, sole owner, Frank A. Robbins, 
general  supt., Charlie Griffin 
manager of side show, W. H. Ev- 
ans, general agent, Eugene Wack, 
band leader, Dave Costello, eques- 
trian director, Mrs. Mattie Rob- 
bins, proprietor of candy stands, 
Col. Francis M. Porter, manager 
of cook house and lunch car, Prof 
Dave Vancleaf, supt. of menag- 
erie, which consisted of ten cages 
on elephant (Queen), one camel 
one Zebu. “Cap” Curtis, boss can- 
vasman, who was called “Billie the 
Kid.” Big top was 120 with twee 
30’s. Menagerie 60 with two 30's; 
side show 50 with one 30; dressing 
room 50 foot round to>: cook house 
60x30; three stable tents, 48x30; 
Fred Sholly, boss prop., Ez Bel- 
cher, train master, Wm. Harwood, 
boss porter, W. R. Henry, supt. of 
lights, using old time Gale lights 
Order of Parade: No. 1 Band Wa- 
gon, 10 horses, Yours Truly, driver; 
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Four Armor Men, 4 
Horse Tandem, driven by Ada Cos- 
tello; Four Gents and Four La- 
dies, mounted on _ horse Bird 
Cage, Zulu on top; 2 Horses, 3 rosin 
backs. led by grooms; Dog Cage; 
2 Horses; Tableau with Continen- 
tal Band on top; si Leo- 
pard Cage, 2 horses; Hyena Cage, 
2h »pen Lion Den \ 

er inside, 4 horses; Monkey C 

2 horses; Panther Bonny 
Bag Pijz« rses; 

Den, M 


horses; Two 


or'ses 


I 
2 hors 
2 ho 


O’Ne 


Roman 
driver 


driver, 
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Lady Jockeys, Alice 
vey and Annie Picard; Gentl 
Jockeys, Harry K. Smith and 
Morgan; Zebu, led by its keeper 
Al Vaille; The Illumina 
Antelope age, 2 
Band Chariot, 6 
Cart, Phillip Picard clown; Master 
Tony Hunting Go Cart; Ele- 
phant (Queen), William Schoef- 
nocker, keeper; Dave Costello, of- 
ficer of parade 
Sunday, May 19, v 
were at dinner, 
burned fr 
minutes. It was caused by burning 
wphur for fumigating. Tic 
sellers, musicians, etc., lost instru- 
ments and clothing 
Babylon, Long Island, the 
were very bad. So bad they 
ed Hugh O'Neil’s team 
best of him. They ran 
when passing Mrs. Pose 
her team joined in t t 
was a chariot race do the street 
O'Neil’s team ran in e rear end 
{f a wagon riously wounding one 
of the hor Mrs. Posey continu- 
ed to the lot, nervous, and f. 
ened, b uninjured. The sx 
closed at Murfreesboro, Tenn., Nov 
and ped to Norfolk, Va 
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Probably a lot of readers listen 
to the City Service Band of Ameri- 
ca every Friday night. They occa- 
sionally play a circus piece like the 
Colossus of Columbia.” Perhaps 
they’d put on an all-circus pro- 

am if they received a lot of re- 
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in cus music. The ad- 
dress is: City Service Band of 
America, Radio City, New York 
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1949 
C.H.S. Convention 


Baraboo, Wisc. 


August 5 - 6 - 7 


“See You At Baraboo” 





Seil-Sterling Circus 1936 
Included Bette and Fred Leonard 


Program 22. Football Horse presented by 
rr nard Anno = 'y 

Opening Spec The Prince Ar Announced by Al 
Manuel Macias 

ats. Leroy uder 

d Hermar Ervin Klau- 


Clown. 
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leader and solo 
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magician, 
dale; strong boy, 

eater, the Velmo; fighting 
the lions, Captain Klaudder; tat- 
tooed man, Rabph Ward; sword 
swallower, Joe Swe one-man 
band, Belmos Punch and Judy 
Sweets London; fat boy, Floyd 
Kent; Guillotine Illusion, Maxine 
Fantasy; t., Levina; Oriental 
Fanta cabinet, Madame 
Levina; Madame Lola; 
Tangara Reed and 


Newham, 
bone S, 


man; 
man; 
Show 
nerman, 


Heller; 
Leona 
show 
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CASTS OF FAMOUS 
MINSTREL SHOWS 


Bryant’s Minstrels, Season 1860-61 


Jerry and Dan Bryant, 
ters anid managers. 


First Part 
N. W. Gould, Paul Berrer, D. S. 
Wambold, Neil, Jerry and Dan 
Bryant—eight songs. 


Oliv 
Fathetic Quartette, Peel and 
Norten; The Rival Darkies—D. S. 
Wambold, Peel and Norton. 


Second Part 


First Music Leston, Carroll and 
LC. Bryant; Scenes at Gurney’s, 
with plantation dance—Carroll, 
Jerry and Dan Bryant. 

Ferfermance concluded with Dan 
Emmett’s plantation song, “Who's 
Heel Dat a Burnin’”, introducing 
the whole troupe. 


proprie- 


I. W. Baird’s Mammoth Minstrels, 
Season 1882-83 


Bones:Chas. W. Goodyear, John 


Mack, James Kennedy, M. Gor- 
man: tambcurines. Billy McAllis- 
ter, Billy Conway, Wm. Clark, 
J. G. Reed; Interlocutor, C. H. 
Eortell. 


Members of company other than 
ebove—Wm, Conway, Harry Nel- 
scn, Horace Rushty, John T. Cra- 
ven, H. E. Chase and S. E. Spring 
ez. 





CASH — MINSTREL — CASH 
Highest prices paid for Minstre} 
Pregrams, Heralds and Photos. 
List issued each month. 
C. SPENCER CHAMBERS 
P.O, Box 722. Syracuse 1, N. Y 


San Francisco Minstrels, Season 
1881-82 


Organized In 1841 


Melange Musicale, A. C. More- 
land officiated as chairman of 
Festivities. 


Frst Part 


Cast: H. W. Roe, Chas, Backus, 
Stanley Grey, H. W. Frillman, 
Billy Birch, L. Braham, Bob ‘Sla- 
vin, Jas. Johnson, Edwin French, 
H. W. Yall, F. M. Ricardo, Frank 
Dumont and W. S. Mallaly. 

Songs: “Norah Atushla,” “Will 
You Love Me When I Am Bald?”, 
“athleen Aroon,” “Rocked in the 
Cradle of the Deep,” “Idioms of 
the Day,” “Hark the Drum” and 
“The Yorktown Celebration.” 


Part It 

“Susan’s Serenade!” Johnson 
and Fowers; “Pathetic Dillies and 
Humerous -Parodies,’ Bod Slavin; 
Karry Kennedy, ventriloqust, sing- 
ine “An Old Photograph of Moth- 
er”; Edwin French, banjo solos and 
songs. 

Ccncluding with the after-piece 
by Frank Dumont, “Patient’s, or 
Bunion-Salves Bride,” with Birch, 
Slavin, Moreland, Jas. Johnson, 
W. iH. Frillman, Brahan, Roe, Wy- 
att and McManus. 


ALG, Kelly & | 


Millez Bros. 
3-Ring Wild Animal 
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